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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Revises and adds provisions to the Uniform Law on Notarial 
Acts including: delineates the duties a notarial officer may perform; how a notarial officer can 
determine the identity of one seeking notarial services; outlines who can perform notarial acts in 
Tennessee; whether the notary will be notarizing electronic records and the type of technology 
to be used to notarize such records; and changes the wording for advertisements of notaries who 
are not attorneys.  Authorizes any person meeting the eligibility criteria to apply to the 
Governor for a commission as a notary public.  Requires the Governor to maintain an electronic 
database of notaries public, and authorizes the Governor to adopt rules to implement the act.  
Applies to notarial acts performed on or after January 1, 2012. 
 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
 Increase State Expenditures - $54,800/One-Time 

      $76,500/Recurring 

 

 

 Other Fiscal Impact – After January 1, 2012, the regulation of notaries public 

will be transferred from the Secretary of State’s office to the Governor’s office.  

In FY11-12 and FY12-13, there will be a decrease in state revenue of $59,700 

and $112,800, respectively, to the Secretary of State’s office with a 

corresponding increase in state revenue to the Governor’s office from the 

collection of notary fees.  In addition, in FY11-12 and FY12-13, there will be a 

decrease in state expenditures of $17,900 and $33,900, respectively, to the 

Secretary of State’s office with a corresponding increase in state expenditures 

to the Governor’s office.      
 
 Assumptions: 

 

• The act is effective for all notary renewals and notary acts, effective on or after January 
1, 2012.  After this date, there will be no statutory authority for the Secretary of State to 
commission notaries as under current law.  

• The notary public commission is for a term of four years. 

• According to the Secretary of State’s office, in FY11-12, the estimated number of notary 
public renewals will be 11,937. In FY12-13, the estimated number of notary public 
renewals will be 22,564.   

• The notary renewal fee is $12.00, allocated $5.00 to the Secretary of State and $7.00 to 
the County Clerk. It is assumed that under this bill, the $5.00 fee will no longer be 
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collected by the Secretary of State but will be collected by the Governor’s office and the 
$7.00 will continue to be remitted to the County Clerk. 

• According to the Secretary of State’s office, the cost of printing and mailing the notary 
certificate is $1.50 per item.  This cost includes $0.12 for flag stock paper; $0.07 for 
toner; $0.77 for 10”x15” envelope; and $0.54 for postage.  This expenditure will no 
longer be required by the Secretary of State; however, it is assumed that after January 1, 
2012, the responsibility for printing and mailing the certificate will be transferred to the 
Governor’s office. 

• The Secretary of State’s office indicates that there will be no decrease in personnel costs 
since department staff currently performs more than one type of document processing. 

• A one-time increase in state expenditures in the Governor’s office of $54,750 for a state 
contracted web developer ($50,000) to handle database development and administration, 
and 50 hours of implementation at $95/hour ($4,750). 

• The Governor’s office will require one Administrative Services Assistant 3 position at a 
recurring cost of $69,190 ($37,290 salary, $19,300 benefits, and $12,600 general 
operating expenses) to maintain and compile the data for the electronic database of 
notaries public.  

• The total recurring increase in state expenditures will be $76,548, which consists of 
$69,190 for the new position; $2,375 for system maintenance (25 hours x $95 per hour), 
$4,800 for a SQL shared database ($400 per month x 12 months), and $183 for database 
storage space (5GB x $3.05 per GB x 12 months). 

• No fiscal impact on local government.  County clerks will continue to collect their 
portion of the notary renewal fee. 

 
 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 This is to duly certify that the information contained herein is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge. 

        
James W. White, Executive Director 
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